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s we approach the Bicentennial of our township, we have learned so much
from looking back at our history. Did you know that the property located
at the corner of Old State Route 44 and State Route 608 was deeded to the
Trustees of Concord Township and their successors forever? It was referred to
Township. For the sum of one dollar, the property now occupied by Concord
government. What a deal!
We can easily see how much our community has evolved over the past 200
years into the thriving, charming community of today. “We are so proud to be
about the history of Concord and celebrating its Bicentennial this year, helps
Trustee. Trustee McIntosh noted, “As we reflect on the beginnings of our
so excited to celebrate the Bicentennial this year and look forward to working
to make Concord Township the remarkable community that those who came
before us once envisioned.”

IN THIS ISSUE:

ing services, two additional deputies have begun protecting our community.
We now have nine total deputies dedicated exclusively to serving our township. “This new contract provides additional measures to ensure the safety of
the residents in our community,” stated Carl Dondorfer, Trustee.
The Fire Stations Project is another main focus in our community this year.
Fire Station 1 is moving forward. The Trustees signed a contract with Pinnacle
Construction and Development Group on December 1, 2021. We anticipate
work for the station will begin immediately with the contractor procuring items
for construction right away. The ground breaking will be weather dependent
but we are hopeful for a mild winter so crews can begin working on the ground.
We are excited to see this project come to fruition. The value we place in our
fire department is the value we place on our homes and area. Such an investment will be a great asset to the safety and health of our community and those
who pass through for many years into the future.
Our incredible firefighters continue to serve us unselfishly spending hours
training and providing 24/7 coverage to our township and mutual aid to others.
The new stations will provide the support, facilities and equipment to allow
them to do their jobs for many years to come. You can read about the humble
continuted on page 4
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ongratulations to Concord
Township Fire Depart-

Captain Mike Biddell, Captain Tyrone Bilal and Captain
Mike Homovec. These Captains bring collectively nearly
60 years of experience with
Concord Fire. Each has risen
through our ranks and each
brings a unique personal perspective to their new position. Captain Biddell has
been dedicated to community based health and safety education and firefighter
recruitment and hiring. Captain Bilal is well-known by countless residents for his
tireless work with our smoke alarm program. Captain Homovec focuses behind
the scenes on the daunting task of keeping all our vehicles and equipment in working order and ready to respond. All three share passion and commitment to the
delivery of service to our community while ensuring the safety and welfare of the
firefighters under their command. Captain Bilal expressed that “This is one of the
greatest professions to join. We are here to bring order out of chaos in the safest,
most efficient and cost effective way available.”

T

he Service Department kicked off the winter plowing season on November
15, 2021 with a light accumulation of wet snow. This year the snow flew
before the leaves were off the trees. Many residents took advantage of the Yard
Waste drop off at the Service Department. Our crews have finished the construction season and have begun our winter operations, building maintenance, equipment maintenance and restoration, pothole patching, and maintaining storm water
runoff along our easements and right of ways. Additionally, the crews are out
evaluating roads and ditch lines for our 2022 construction season.
As winter weather approaches, we remind motorists to allow for more travel
times when inclement weather hits so everyone on the road can make it to their
destination safely. Allow extra space between vehicles and give the snow plows
room to do their job. Do not crowd the plow. Plow truck operators need space to
perform their job efficiently and safely. The Service Department maintains side
Ohio Department of Transportation maintain the main roadways that run through
Concord Township.
The Service Department bases its preparation and response to winter conditions

crews in to respond to the event.
The Concord Service Department has a snow barricade program for residents
who wish to protect their mailbox. Residents may purchase a snow barricade for
continuted on page 3
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$50.00. Applications are available on the Concord website or
at Town Hall. The Service Department crews will install the
barricade free of charge. While the barricade is not guaranteed
to protect the mailbox from damage, it does greatly reduce
the damage from the snow impacting the box. Additionally
for residents that wish to have the barricade removed after
the winter season, the Service Department provides a removal
and reinstall service for a charge of $15.00.

P

lease understand that if you are placing sentimental items
on the graves, they may get lost, stolen or damaged; if

recommend that it be placed in the cemetery.

Wreaths Across America Ceremony, on December 18, 2021
in the Concord Cemetery. Thank you to all of our sponsors.
stone had a wreath
placed because of
your generosity. We
had many volunteers
and ceremony participants. We were
remembering, honoring and teaching the next generation the
value of freedom.

• Gravesites are to be cleaned of decorations starting April
1st.
• Please allow two (2) weeks to be sure removal has been
completed before placing new decorations on your
gravesite as this will protect your new decorations from
being accidentally removed. Items in an urn or on a monument will not be removed unless items pertain to a past
holiday or they are unkempt. Please contact the cemetery
office if honoring a loved one seven (7) days prior the
removal times listed above.
• Placing live and artificial decorations for honoring
“loved ones” special dates (birthdays/anniversaries/
Independence Day, Halloween, Memorial Day, etc.)

Monday-Friday. Residents with questions or concerns can
contact us at 440-350-3225 or use the contact form found
at concordtwp.com/departments/service/. The Service Department wishes everyone a safe and healthy winter season.

should be removed fourteen (14) days after the date or it
will be removed by cemetery staff.
• One (1) live decoration per occupied gravesite (pot/
basket/urn) April 15th - October 31st.
• Any decoration must be placed at the side or front of the
headstone, at the head of the grave if no headstone exists
and may extend to a maximum of 12” from the monument
ted per monument; hangers shall be placed flush at the
side of the monument; all hangers should have a visible
decoration on the hook at all times for the safety of those
walking by the hanger.
• No planting will be allowed in the 2004 in-ground cremation section; no trees shall be planted in the 2004 section.
• All trees and shrubbery, type and location, must be
approved by the Cemetery Sexton; in-ground planting
will not be allowed until the monument is placed and it
shall not encroach on the neighboring grave.
• Concord Township reserves the right to maintain plantings,
which may include trimming or removal if deemed necessary by the Cemetery Sexton or Cemetery Superintendent
and will not be replaced.
We are currently looking for family history in the Concord
Cemetery and the Stickney Cemetery on Route 86. If you
have any information we would love to hear from you.
Please call 440-354-7518 or email Karen Warner at kwarner@
concordtwp.com.
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iparian setbacks

similar to front, side
and rear yard setbacks, which protect
areas along the banks
of rivers, streams and
wetlands
(riparian
areas) from construction impacts or other
damaging activities.
The streams and rivers can be as large as the Grand River or as
small as a stream flowing intermittently through a woodland.

Establishing protected riparian setback areas help protect our

• Recreational activities – hiking, fishing, hunting, trails, and
rials
• Removal of damaged or diseased trees
• Revegetation and reforestation
• Maintenance and repairs on lawfully existing buildings, structures, and uses
• Maintenance and cultivation of lawns and landscaping

County Soil and Water Conservation District
• Fences and walls
• Signs

• Promote natural flood control
• Promote well vegetated areas to reduce the amount of pollutants
entering streams
• Protects aesthetically pleasing areas
• Provides green space and improves property values

• Construction
• Roads and driveways
• Parking spaces, parking lots or loading/unloading spaces for
vehicles
• New surface or subsurface sewage disposal or treatment areas
• Dredging or dumping

Riparian setback areas are established based on the 100-year
floodplain and the amount of storm water runoff draining
from a particular location to the water channel. Setbacks range
from 25 ft. to 120 ft. depending on how much water is draining to the water channel. In addition, any wetlands within the
riparian setback are subject to an additional setback ranging

Variances may be applied for with the Board of Zoning
Appeals. Please speak with the Zoning Inspector prior to
submitting an application for a variance.

office to determine if your property contains a riparian area,
and what setback dimension would apply.

The regulations may be found in Section XXVII of the Zoning
Resolution.

continuted from page 1

Images of America book which is available for sale now on
and Town Hall! Call 440-639-4650 for details or to order
yours over the phone!

We hope you enjoy this special Bicentennial edition of
the Grapevine and the many special events our Recreation
Department has planned throughout the year to commemorate the founding of our community!

1795 - Native Americans relinquish most of Ohio for settlement
1795 - Connecticut Land Company purchases 3 million acres
of Western Reserve; some of it to become N.E. Ohio
1796 - Moses Cleaveland survey party passes
through future Concord Township lands

1797 - Girdled Road construction contract signed ($2,600)
1802 - First log cabin built in present day Concord Twp.
1802 - Thomas Jordan becomes first permanent settler
1803 - Jordan Family settles in present day Concord Twp.
1808 - David French starts Gristmill at Kellogg Creek
1810 - Ravenna Road construction authorized ($50)
1812 - First Schoolhouse established - Judd’s Corners

continued from previous column
1849 - Stickney-Huntoon Cemetery - Rt. 86 & Gray
1849 - Lake & Trumball Plank Road Company Formed
1850 - Stocking House opened
1857 - Little Mountain Eagle Hotel built
1858 - Huntoon School - Rt. 608 & Girdled Road
1858 - Judd’s Corner School opens - Williams Road & Warren

1870 - Original Town Hall
constructed
1874 - Concord Twp. Methodist
Church built (1940)
1880 - Pinecrest Hotel opened Little Mountain Road
1890 - B&O Railroad assumes control of Concord Twp.
freight line right-of-way off Ravenna Rd. (5.1mil)
1900 - Prouty Road School opens - off South Meadow

1818 - Williams Tavern,
stage coach stop
1820 - Pease Turning
Mill - Cascade Hollow
1925 - New Concord
Elementary School ends one
room era of schools
1931 - First Community Day held
1822 - Little Mountain Schoolhouse built
1822 - Maple Point Schoolhouse constructed
1824 - First Post Office, Town Hall grounds Zenas Wilson, Postmaster
1825 - One room Schoolhouse established Wilson’s Corners
1825 - Incorporate Iron Furnace Company formed
1831 - Little Mountain House Hotel opens

1944 - Concord Twp. School
System merges with Riverside
Schools
1948 - Concord Volunteer
Fire Department begins

1833 - Concord Twp. Cemetery
1838 - Mentor Avenue School opens
near Nye Road

1838 - Eber Howe moves to
Liberty Hollow/UGRR station
1838 - House & Rogers Mill founded near Fay Road

1840 - Lake County established,
Concord Twp. School
System formed
1840 - Old Stone Schoolhouse Ravenna Road ($200)
continued next column

1954 - Concord Airpark opened
1959 - Helen Hazen Wyman Park
dedicated, first LMP park
1960s - Schoolhouse #1 serves as
Field Office for I-90 construction
1961 - T.R. Evans Research Facility opens (Diamond Shamrock Co.)
1961 - Concord Township Garden Club established
1964 - Current Quail Hollow site opened
1965 - Auburn Career Center established
1966 - Fire Department Stations 1 & 2 open
1971 - Town Hall remodeled
1976 - Concord Twp. Elementary School closed
1989 - Old Stone Schoolhouse becomes business office
2001 - Township purchases Old Stone Schoolhouse property
2004 - Old Stone Schoolhouse renovated as a township history center
2006 - Old Stone Schoolhouse opened as township historical site
2022 - Concord Township Bicentennial Celebration

CONCORD TOWNSHIP
BICENTENNIAL

CELEBRATORY KICK-OFF

“LOVE CONCORD” MONTH

HISTORIC
PRESERVATION MONTH

SUMMER CONCERTS

BACK TO SCHOOL

THANK YOUR CONCORD!

FOUNDERS MONTH

KENTUCKY DERBY

COMMUNITY DAYS

SPIRITS OF CONCORD

GRAND FINALE

CONCORD TOWNSHIP 2022:

Get Involved!
Become a
• Sponsor • Donate
• Volunteer!
Contact the
Recreation Department
440-639-4650
or
recreation@concordtwp.com

Winter/Spring 2022

RECREATION DEPARTMENT
DEBRA L. BECHEL-ESKER, RECREATION DIRECTOR, 440-639-4652
SUSIE COBB, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT, 440-639-4650
RACHEL LAMB, PROGRAM COORDINATOR, 440-639-4651
TRACY BUTLER, PROGRAM COORDINATOR, 440-639-4651
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Drive thru the parking lot of the Concord Community Center
on Monday, February 14 between Noon and 2pm to pick up
your FREE

Show your love of Concord Township! Snap
a photo of what you love about Concord
Township (places, people, pets, etc.) and enter

concordtwp.com for contest details or call 440-639-4650 for
immediate assistance.

2-4pm: Birthday Treat Drive-Thru Give-Away
Concord Community Center, 7671 Auburn Road
Concord Township celebrates our 200th Birthday on March
present! Drive thru the parking lot of
the Concord Community Center on
Tuesday, March 8 between 2pm and
4pm to pick up your FREE birthday
treat! No need to get out of your car,

5:30-7pm: Open House with Guided History Tours
Old Stone School, 7125 Ravenna Road
Our celebration continues at the Old Stone School with free
and enjoy refreshments in the charming one-room schoolhouse restored to its natural beauty!

Dan Maxson, children will learn
about all of the iconic locations
in the coloring book while they
bring the images to life in color.
The program also includes milk &
cookies, of course!

Follow the Bunny Trail Map to collect Easter Eggs around
Beautiful Concord Township!
Put on your Easter Bonnet, hop
in the car and have fun on a safe,
leisurely drive around our beautiful township! Download the
Concord Township Bunny Trail
Map from www.concordtwp.com
(available in March) and head out
on a family-friendly adventure.
Visit each location listed on the
Eggs while staying inside your car. Questions? Call 440-6394650 or email Recreation@concordtwp.com.

It has nothing to do with grapes! The Battle of Concord &
was fought on April 19, 1775
between Massachusetts Colonists and British Redcoats
and started our path to independence. Stop by the Old
Stone School an learn more
about this historic battle that
mony at Town Hall.

Geared for kids 10 and under, this program celebrates Concord
Township history through several games that introduce local
history in our Bicentennial year. Every participant receives
a Concord Township History Coloring Book and crayons.

Concord Community Center, 7671 Auburn Road
Sign up at www.redcrossblood.org

*Image Credit: Ohio Dept. of Health

Andy Rose
arose@concordtwp.com
(440) 354-7513
www.concordtwp.com

that shaped our community. Author-signed copies of the Images
of America book on Concord Township are available for
sale at the Community Center and Town
Hall. Books are also available in local
Search for Concord Township
SIGN UP FOR THE E-GRAPVINE!
Receive informative monthly updates
from Concord Township through
email! To sign up, simply send an
email to Recreation@concordtwp.
com with the subject line “I want the
e-Grapevine”. E-Grapevine newsblasts are sent the 1st day of each
month. Questions? Call 440-6394650 for immediate assistance.

your copy over the phone, call 440639-4650.
A Coloring Book celebrating Concord Township history is also
available for sale. Written by Dan
ages will enjoy this book. Books can be purchased at the Community
Center at 7671 Auburn Road, or call the Recreation Department at
440-639-4650 to have your book mailed directly to you.
Many opportunities to sponsor events large and small are still available. Interested? Call 440-639-4652 or email desker@concordtwp.
com for details!

